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AGRICULTURE — WESTERN AUSTRALIA–CHINA TRADE — CORONAVIRUS 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.12 pm]: 
China is WA’s biggest trading partner, and, as the Minister for Education and Training said, we send our deep 
sympathies to the people of China in what is an extremely difficult period. Our government is working with 
industry to prepare for potential trade impacts from the coronavirus outbreak. China represents 28 per cent of 
the state’s total agrifood and forestry exports, to the value of $2.35 billion in 2018–19, with barley, wool, lobster 
and red meat the most significant exports. As residents and tourists of China and other Asian markets with 
confirmed novel coronavirus cases avoid travel and high-traffic public places, it is expected that food and beverage 
sales in these markets will slow during this period. There has been no Chinese government intervention to cease 
or halt trade; rather, all impacts being felt relate directly to the commercial and social decisions about the 
cancellation of Chinese New Year events and the avoidance of travel. In the near term, the impact of the outbreak 
is difficult to assess as pre-holiday orders were shipped prior to Chinese New Year and most customers have 
yet to return from the holiday break. Immediate effects have been felt most acutely by the lobster industry, with 
significantly reduced demand from China over the high-demand Chinese New Year period. There are some early 
signs of reduced demand for other fresh produce, including other seafood products, table grapes and fresh meat. 
Non-perishable products, including grains and wool, are not expected to suffer long-term impacts, although 
demand may be dampened. 

Last week, the Premier and I convened a round table with industry representatives, including those from the 
agricultural sector, to workshop how best to mitigate trade impacts from coronavirus. The Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development has also made contact with a number of industry bodies and businesses to 
assess the situation and offer support. Our government is also working closely with its counterparts from Austrade 
and is available to support exporting businesses. We also have procedures in place to minimise the risk of 
coronavirus at our ports. Crew on board ships travelling from China are confined to the ship for 14 days from their 
departure. In addition, the captain of every vessel is required to report any health problems on board, and any 
ship reporting a problem will be held offshore until crew can be screened for coronavirus by medical personnel. 
Most ships travelling to Western Australian ports from China steam for at least 14 days, which has reduced the 
impact of these procedures on port operations. Our government will continue to do everything it can to support 
WA’s economy and local jobs. 
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